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Tour Summary 
 

The first morning of the first day of this extension into the Omo Valley and its unique tribal cultures 

was spent birding the lovely gardens of our hotel in Addis Ababa. Although located amongst the hustle 

and bustle of a large capital city, the extensive garden provides significant habitat for a number of 

special bird species. Overhead we came across a variety of species, which included Red-rumped 

Swallow, Hooded Vulture, Yellow-billed Kite, Pied Crow and several Rock Martins. The noisiest 

inhabitants were undoubtedly the many Wattled Ibises that roosted in some of the larger trees in the 

garden. Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, African Paradise Flycatcher and African 

Dusky Flycatcher were perched in various places, hawking the numerous flying insects present in the 

gardens. On the lawns and in the undergrowth, Abyssinian Thrush and Rüppell’s Robin-Chat were two 

of the more obvious species seen well during our amble through the gardens. Tacazze Sunbird, 

Baglafecht Weaver, African Grey Woodpecker, Eurasian Blackcap, noisy Speckled Mousebirds, 

Ethiopian Cisticola and Montane White-eye all added to an impressive ‘garden’ list on the first 

morning. A plethora of seeding grasses meant that seedeaters were prominent, with all of Village 

Indigobird, Swainson’s Sparrow, African Citril, African Silverbill, Brown-rumped and Streaky 

Seedeaters all seen in good numbers. A relaxing morning with many birds was an ideal introduction to 

what lay ahead for the group.  

 

Our second day began with a further walk around 

the hotel garden in an attempt to try and find some 

of the birds we had not seen the previous day. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia and Mountain Wagtail were 

welcome additions to the list of birds seen in the 

garden with many species seen the previous day 

also making an appearance. Our first port of call 

was a visit to the Ethnological Museum in Addis 

Ababa. It was a fantastic look into many of the 

different parts of Ethiopian culture and the 

country’s rich and diverse history. This museum is 

set within the former palace of Haile Selassie and 

is surrounded by the beautiful fountains and lush 

gardens of the University’s main campus. It also 

provided some theoretical background and an introduction to some of the tribes that we were to visit 

later in the week. Having had an enjoyable and eye-opening morning, we made our way to the airport 

for our flight to south-west Ethiopia and the town of Arba Minch, where our journey proper into the 

Omo Valley was to begin. 

 

Having landed and gathered all our gear, we were met by our drivers and set out for our lodge for the 

night. It was decided that we make the most of the remaining daylight hours by doing some birding 

along the roadside. More common and widespread species that were seen for the first time included 

Fork-tailed Drongo, Rattling Cisticola, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Speckled Pigeon, Dusky 

Turtle Dove, Red-eyed and Mourning Collared Dove, Barn Swallow and Lilac-breasted Roller amongst 

others. The five Broad-billed Rollers seen on this afternoon represented the only ones for the entire 

extension and main tour! Another standout sighting was that of a distant male Black-bellied Bustard 

seen in flight. Hundreds of Wattled Starlings were joined in the farmlands by Red-billed Quelea, 

Common Bulbul, Northern White-crowned Shrike, Red-cheeked Cordon Bleu, Whinchat, Pied 

Wheatear, and Grey-backed and Northern Fiscals, to name a few. Dark Chanting Goshawk, large 

Thick-billed Raven by Markus Lilje 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


Trip Report – RBL Ethiopia – Omo Valley Extension II 2016    3

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                             www.rockjumperbirding.com 

Lake Chamo fisherman by Adam Riley 

Tawny Eagle and the interesting looking 

Long-crested Eagle perched prominently on 

dead snags, whilst the denser roadside thicket 

held Spectacled Weaver, Reichenow’s 

Seedeater and several stunning male 

Beautiful Sunbirds. Northern Carmine Bee-

eaters and Grey-headed Kingfishers were 

amongst those perched on the roadside 

telephone wires, from where they searched 

for any tasty morsel nearby. Crested 

Francolin was flushed from the road edge and 

we had our first looks at the colourful Red-

bellied Parrot. Noisy Silvery-cheeked and 

African Grey Hornbills provided further 

avian highlights during what proved to be a 

very successful and enjoyable late afternoon 

of birding. We arrived in the late afternoon at 

our wonderful lodge overlooking Lake 

Chamo and Lake Abaya, where some of the 

guests were fortunate to spot a few 

Waterbuck and Common Warthog in the 

more open areas of Nechisar National Park.  

 

Our next day in south-west Ethiopia began 

with some birding along the entrance road of 

Nechisar National Park. Highlights here 

included Tambourine Dove, a pair of Von 

Der Decken’s Hornbills, Northern Crombec, 

Striped Kingfisher, White-bellied Go-away-bird, a beautiful male Nubian Woodpecker, Greater 

Honeyguide, Slate-colored Boubou and Northern Puffback. Having had a good birding stint here, we 

made our way to the jetty and onto a boat for what would turn out to be a wonderful trip on the scenic 

Lake Chamo. Having done no birding in wetter areas meant that almost all species seen were new for 

the tour. More common species included Egyptian Goose, Grey and Black-headed Heron, Western 

Cattle, Little and Great Egrets, Grey-headed Gull, and Whiskered and Gull-billed Terns. Shorebirds 

were also present, with a good diversity of species seen, which included Common Snipe, Temminck’s 

Stint, Marsh, Wood and Common Sandpipers, Spur-winged Lapwing, Common Greenshank, Black-

winged Stilt and African Jacana, all seen along the extensive shoreline and exposed muddy areas. 

Raptors seen well included the iconic African Fish Eagle, Hooded and White-backed Vultures and the 

first sighting of the attractive Augur Buzzard. Nile Crocodile and Hippopotamus were seen at various 

places along the shoreline and in the water, providing a nice complement to all the birds that we were 

seeing. Woodland, Pied and Giant Kingfishers were noisy and conspicuous perching on dead branches 

along the water’s edge. Striated and Goliath Heron, Reed Cormorant, Great White and Pink-backed 

Pelican, Knob-billed Duck, Western Yellow Wagtail, Brown-throated and Sand Martin, and Yellow-

billed and Marabou Storks were other notable highlights during our wonderful boat trip. Once back at 

the parking lot, we were entertained by the resident Grivet Monkeys before seeing Bushbuck on our 

way out of the park. 
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Egyptian Plover by David Hoddinott 

Vulturine Guineafowl by Markus 

Lilje 

 

Our travels took us to the town of Konso and our lunch stop at a 

nearby lodge. As always, there were many birds around, with 

Greater Blue-eared Starling, Black-headed Oriole, Fan-tailed 

and Thick-billed Raven, African Thrush, Bruce’s Green Pigeon, 

Scarlet-chested and Variable Sunbird, Red-headed Weaver and 

Black-billed Barbet all seen well whilst we attempted (with 

mixed success) to eat our lunch. After lunch, our journey took 

us to the town of Turmi and our lodge. Unfortunately, our visit 

to a nearby tribe had to be postponed and so we continued to our 

lodge. On the way, the roadside birding stops produced Superb 

Starling, Northern Wheatear, Long-billed and Tree Pipit, 

Woolly-necked Stork and Intermediate Egret, amongst others. 

Notable mammals included two lovely Black-backed Jackal, 

Common Dwarf Mongoose and Salt’s Dik-Dik. We arrived at 

our lodge having had a rewarding day of travel.  

 

Our Omo Valley adventure continued with a visit to a village of 

the Karo tribe on the banks of the impressive Omo River. Along 

the way, we had a fantastic sighting of three Black-faced 

Sandgrouse – a species we would not see on the main tour! 

Several Bateleur, prominently perched Eastern Chanting Goshawk and a Little Sparrowhawk were new 

raptor species seen as we made our way to the village. Migrant species were also evident, with 

Isabelline and Red-backed Shrike, and Eastern Olivaceous, Willow and Garden Warbler all seen well. 

The dry woodland habitat would produce several notable highlights, including a female Buff-crested 

Bustard, Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse and a wonderful flock of about 30 of the much sought-after 

Vulturine Guineafowl being the main highlight. Telephone wires had Purple Roller, and Blue-cheeked 

and Northern Carmine Bee-eaters perched at various places, with terrestrial species such as Crowned 

Lapwing and Helmeted Guineafowl also found on a number of occasions. Northern Red-billed, Von 

der Decken’s and Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill, colourful and noisy Red-and-yellow and D’Arnaud’s 

Barbet, Abyssinian and Black Scimitarbill, as well as Red-billed and White-headed Buffalo Weaver 

were some of the other dry woodland 

specials of the area that we came across 

before reaching the village. More 

widespread species included Emerald-

spotted Wood Dove, Chestnut Sparrow, 

White-browed Coucal, Red-billed 

Firefinch, African Grey Flycatcher, 

Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird, and 

Rüppell’s and Magpie Starlings. 

 

Once at the village, we also managed to 

find a few birds of interest along the Omo 

River. A single Senegal Thick-knee was 

scoped from a distance but was soon 

outdone by the discovery of at least two 

Egyptian Plovers! A very interesting and 

bizarre bird of uncertain taxonomic 
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Omo Valley market by Jonathan Rossouw 

Black-headed Lapwing by Markus Lilje 

affinity, it came as a surprise to find it and even allowed some of the villagers to have a look at the bird 

through the scope! Having had a quick tour and some insight into the Karo tribe that morning, the 

afternoon was spent at a rather special occasion at a nearby Hamar (Hamer) tribe village where we 

were privileged to watch a young man partake in the ‘bull jumping’ ceremony. This ceremony lasted 

until sunset as the young man successfully negotiated his rite of passage to manhood. We returned to 

our lodge that evening, noticeably tired from a busy and action-packed day.  

 

Early the next morning, we 

walked around the lodge in search 

of new birds whilst enjoying the 

surroundings that we had spent 

almost no time exploring. The 

nearby river which had roared 

loudly the night before after a 

torrential downpour had African 

Pied Wagtail and a flock of 

around 20 European Bee-eaters 

amongst many other previously 

seen species. Shelley’s Starling 

was also found amongst the more 

common Rüppell’s and Superb 

Starlings in the lodge garden. In 

the undergrowth and thicket, we 

managed great views of Northern 

Brownbul, Spotted Palm Thrush, 

Rufous Chatterer and the exquisite 

Green-winged Pytilia and Purple 

Grenadier. A pair of Red-bellied Parrots screeched and squawked as they fed on some seed pods in one 

of the many Acacia trees present in the area. One of the sightings of the morning was a fantastic close 

up look at a Grey-headed Bushshrike and later we added Brubru, Pearl-spotted Owlet, Acacia Tit, Red-

fronted Tinkerbird, Black-throated Barbet, Grey-backed Camaroptera, Yellow-breasted Apalis and 

Northern Black Flycatcher to the growing trip list!  

 

A visit to a waterhole at a nearby Hamar (Hamer) 

village near the town of Turmi resulted in several 

fantastic sightings of a number of new species. 

Black-headed Lapwing, Mouse-colored Penduline 

Tit, Pale Prinia, Red-fronted Warbler, Pink-breasted 

Lark, Grey Wren-Warbler, Little Weaver and Blue-

naped Mousebird being the new species found whilst 

walking around the area. The drive from Turmi 

would take us to the Adaba market of the Bana and 

Hamar (Hamer) tribes, where we were able to have a 

look and sample some of the local product on sale. 

Having had a lovely time there, we continued on to 

our roadside lunch stop, where we found Lesser 

Blue-eared Starling in the woodland and Alpine 

Swift flying overhead whilst enjoying a simple 
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Mursi woman by Markus Lilje 

Omo Valley tribesman by Markus Lilje 

packed lunch. Heading on to the town of Jinka and before visiting the Ari tribe, another bit of roadside 

birding produced White-bellied Canary and a super pair of Grey-headed Batis.  

 

The late afternoon visit to the Ari tribe was quite different 

to previous tribes, with a modernised feel to the village. 

Some of the kids that followed us around were great 

entertainment as they showed us their way of life. Birds 

were few and far between, with the weather being cool and 

the odd shower. We did, however, find Black-winged Red 

Bishop, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Augur Buzzard, an immature 

Shikra and also had fantastic views of the local subspecies 

of African Goshawk! We arrived at our wonderful eco-

lodge just outside the town of Jinka in the early evening and 

enjoyed a relaxed dinner.  

 

Our next destination the following morning was the nearby 

Mago National Park and a visit to one of the most famous 

tribes of the region, the Mursi. As with many other national 

parks on the African continent, there were many raptors 

seen during the day, and included Western Banded Snake 

Eagle, Bateleur, Greater Spotted Eagle, Long-crested Eagle, 

Common Buzzard, Little Sparrowhawk, and several vulture 

species, including Hooded, White-backed, White-headed, 

Rüppell’s and Lappet-faced. In the open grassland, 

displaying Flappet Lark, skulking White-browed Coucal, several Little Bee-eaters, Lesser Striped 

Swallow and Black Saw-wing provided us with good views. It was interesting to also find a pair of 

Thick-billed Raven during our time in Mago NP. Woodland areas produced Mosque Swallow, Violet-

backed Starling, Black-necked Weaver, Black-crowned Tchagra and Spotted Flycatcher amongst 

numerous others. In the riverine thicket, we managed to locate one of the specials of this extension, the 

Black-headed Gonolek. A stunning bird that is not possible on the route during the main tour, making 

it arguably one of the top birds of the extension!   

 

The visit to the Mursi tribe village was one 

that most of the participants had been most 

looking forward to. Unfortunately, it turned 

out to be a rather tense atmosphere that at 

times was unpleasant for most of the group. 

However, whilst there, as seemed to always 

be the case, we found several new birds, 

including the sought-after Shelley’s 

Sparrow, numerous Vitelline Masked and 

Village Weavers and Yellow-spotted 

Petronia amongst others. Our drive back to 

the lodge was not short of good sightings, 

with Olive Baboon, Patas Monkey, 

Guenther’s Dik-Dik and Bushbuck all seen 

well. The remainder of the day was spent at 

the nearby museum for some, whilst others 
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Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle by David Hoddinott 

relaxed at the lodge.  

 

Early the next morning, some casual birding 

around the garden of the lodge produced several 

interesting birds, which included a number of 

new species for the trip. White-rumped Babbler, 

an immature Black Sparrowhawk, Yellow-

fronted Tinkerbird, Abyssinian White-eye and 

Ethiopian Boubou were the standout species. The 

drive from Jinka back to Arba Minch on this day 

passed the same dry woodland and wetland area 

near Turmi as on the third day of the trip. In the 

dry and open woodland areas, we enjoyed superb 

views of an immature Martial Eagle, Grey 

Kestrel, a pair of Lanner Falcon, Lesser Grey 

Shrike, Double-toothed Barbet, a stunning full 

breeding plumage male Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydah and a male Common Rock Thrush. A bonus sighting was that of a lovely Beaudouin’s Snake 

Eagle as we approached the wetland near Turmi. This species is not often seen in Ethiopia and was 

enjoyed by all. At the wetland, there were several new birds that were found, including Abdim’s Stork, 

Common Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Green Sandpiper, several Ruff, a beautiful male Greater Painted-

snipe and Wire-tailed Swallow. The woodland at the edge of the wetland held Magpie Starling and 

Western Black-headed Batis; whilst Striped Ground Squirrel was the only notable mammalian 

highlight of the morning.  

 

Lunch was again enjoyed in the town of Konso. The same suite of species as our previous visit there 

were present and we again enjoyed great views of Black-billed Barbet amongst many others. In the late 

afternoon, we were treated to a fantastic tour of a village of the Dorze tribe, with much song and dance 

and a strong dose of the locally brewed alcohol! The only notable sighting here was of three Grey 

Wagtails perched atop the roof of one of the buildings of the village.   

 

The final day of this adventure through the incredibly interesting, culturally rich and ‘birdy’ Omo 

Valley saw us travelling from the exquisite lodge on the edge of Lake Chamo all the way back to the 

familiar surrounds of our hotel in Addis Ababa. In the early morning, we found two lovely Bare-faced 

Go-away-birds perched atop some of the characteristic Euphorbia trees that dot the landscape. Later 

that morning, we made a brief stop for a tour through a small village of the Alaba tribe. Before visiting 

the village, we were spoilt with phenomenal views of a pair of Abyssinian Ground Hornbills – 

undoubtedly one of the top birds of this extension! Once at the village, we were given a brief and 

informative look into the way of life of these very friendly people. Whilst walking around, we managed 

to find a pair of Eastern Grey Woodpeckers and had a rather large contingent of small kids excitedly 

following us around. Leaving this wonderful village behind, we continued on to the UNESCO World 

Heritage Site known as Tiya Stellae. Here we learnt about the large stone pillars and tombs that are 

archaeologically significant and make this site special. Later in the day, we would visit a second 

archaeological site, Melka Kunture, where some important hominid remains are located. With time 

unfortunately running out, we made our way back to the capital and prepared for the main tour, which 

started the following morning.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annotated List of species recorded 
Birds (253 species in total: 3 heard only)  
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 

7.1).  

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  
 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata  

A total of 8 birds seen at a large wetland en route to Kanta Lodge.  

Knob-billed Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos  

Four birds found during our boat trip on Lake Chamo.  

Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiaca  

Seen on four different days with the best views at Lake Chamo. 

 

Guineafowl Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl  

Seen near the Omo River and in Mago NP.  

Vulturine Guineafowl 

Numida meleagris 

 

Acryllium vulturinum 

We had great views of a flock on our way to the Karo Tribe in the Omo Valley. 

 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Crested Francolin  
Seen at Nechisar NP and near Buska Lodge. 

 

Dendroperdix sephaena 

 

Storks Ciconiidae 

Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis  

A lovely bird seen well on both visits to the wetland near Turmi. 

Abdim's Stork  Ciconia abdimii  

We were fortunate to see around 30 of these birds whilst travelling from Turmi to the Dorze Village 

on the second last day.  

Woolly-necked Stork  Ciconia episcopus  

A species not seen on the main tour which we found in association with Yellow-billed Storks at a 

wetland near Turmi.  

Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumenifer  

These large storks were seen on three different days on the extension.  

 

Ibises and Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus  

Seen near Addis Ababa and at the wetland near Turmi.  

Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash nilotica  

Found in association with the previous species at the wetland near Turmi. 
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Wattled Ibis  Bostrychia carunculata  

A noisy inhabitant of the hotel garden in Addis Ababa. 

 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Striated Heron  Butorides striata atricapilla  

A singleton was seen at Lake Chamo. 

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides  

A small heron we had singletons at Mago NP and at the wetland near Turmi. 

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  

A common sight at various locations on four different days with the most numerous site being at Lake 

Chamo.  

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea cinerea  

This large heron was seen well at Lake Chamo and the wetland near Turmi.  

Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala  

Another heron seen at Lake Chamo and the drier areas near to the wetland.  

Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath  

The world’s largest heron was seen exceptionally well at Lake Chamo.  

Great Egret  Ardea alba  

Two of these large egrets were seen at Lake Chamo.  

Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia brachyrhyncha  

Seen near Turmi and Mago NP.  

Little Egret  

 

Egretta garzetta garzetta  

A busy egret seen at the wetland near Turmi. 

 

Hamerkop Scopidae 

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta umbretta  

A bizarre-looking bird seen on 6 different days. 

 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus  

We had good views of as many as 30 of these birds at Lake Chamo.  

Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens  

Less common than the previous species but also seen well at Lake Chamo.  

 

Cormorants and Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus africanus  

Another waterbird species seen well during our boat trip on Lake Chamo.  

 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

Hooded Vulture (EN)  Necrosyrtes monachus  

A small vulture, seen every day on this extension.  

White-backed Vulture (NT)  Gyps africanus  

Seen on 4 different dates.  
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White-headed Vulture (VU)  Trigonoceps occipitalis  

A pair of these lovely vultures were seen well in Mago NP.  

Lappet-faced Vulture (VU)  Torgos tracheliotos tracheliotos  

A massive vulture, seen on the last four days of the extension.  

Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle 

A rare eagle in these parts seen near Turmi. 

Western Banded Snake Eagle  

Circaetus beaudouini 

 

Circaetus cinerascens  

Another species seen only on this extension in Mago NP.  

Bateleur (NT) Terathopius ecaudatus  

A stunning eagle, seen well on 3 different days most notably near the Omo River and in Mago NP.  

Martial Eagle (NT)  Polemaetus bellicosus  

An immature was seen well near Turmi.  

Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis  

A striking small eagle, seen on 3 different days with 4 individuals seen in total. Best views in Mago 

NP. 

Greater Spotted Eagle (VU)  Clanga clanga  

An adult bird was found in Mago NP.  

Wahlberg's Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi  

A singleton was seen near Jinka.  

Tawny Eagle  Aquila rapax  

A large eagle seen on 5 different dates. 

Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates metabates  

Initially seen near the airport at Arba Minch with subsequent sightings on four other days. 

Eastern Chanting Goshawk  Melierax poliopterus  

Inhabiting drier country than the previous species and seen well near the Omo River and near Turmi. 

African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro  

A singleton was seen well during our visit to the Keyofer-Ari tribe near Jinka.  

Shikra  Accipiter badius sphenurus  

An immature bird near Jinka and later an adult near Konso were the only sightings on the extension. 

Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus 

A small accipiter, seen near the Omo River and later in Mago NP. 

Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus melanoleucus 

We had fantastic views of an immature bird at our lodge near Jinka.  

Pallid Harrier (NT) Circus macrourus 

An immature bird was seen well quartering over agricultural fields in typical harrier fashion near the 

Arba Minch airport. 

Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus aegyptius  

Seen on every day of the extension. 

African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer  

A beautiful bird, seen best at Lake Chamo.  

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  

Several birds seen at Mago NP. 
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Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur  

An attractive buzzard, seen on four different dates.  

 

Bustards Otididae 

Buff-crested Bustard  Lophotis gindiana 

We had a lovely female on the way to the Karo tribe near the Omo River.  

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 

Seen in flight near Arba Minch airport with subsequently much better views in Mago NP.  

 

Thick-knees Burhinidae 

Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis  

We had scope views of a single bird on the banks of the Omo River. 

 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus  

This lovely bird was found at Lake Chamo and the wetland near Turmi. 

 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus  

An attractive bird that was seen well at Lake Chamo and the wetland near Turmi.  

Black-headed Lapwing  Vanellus tectus tectus  

We had the good fortune of finding this species on two separate occasions at a Hammer tribe village 

near Turmi and later again in Mago NP.  

Crowned Lapwing  Vanellus coronatus  

A dry woodland species, seen en route to our visit of the Karo tribe. 

Common Ringed Plover  
Seen at the wetland near Turmi. 

 

Charadrius hiaticula tundrae  

Egyptian Plover Pluvianidae 

Egyptian Plover  Pluvianus aegyptius  

A bonus species that was seen distantly along the banks of the Omo River.  

 

Painted-snipes Rostratulidae 

Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis  

We had a great view of a male at the wetland near Turmi. 

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 

African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus  

Observed at Lake Chamo and the wetland near Turmi.  

 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago gallinago  

A single bird was seen distantly at Lake Chamo. 
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Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis  

One of several shorebird species seen at Lake Chamo.  

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  

Seen at Lake Chamo and near Turmi.  

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  

Found on our second visit to the wetland near Turmi. 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  

Seen amongst other shorebird species at the wetland near Turmi.  

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  

Seen on 3 different dates.  

Little Stint  Calidris minuta  

Found on the second visit to the wetland near Turmi. 

Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii  

A single bird was seen at Lake Chamo.  

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax  

Three of these larger shorebirds were scoped at the wetland near Turmi.  

 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus poiocephalus  

A single bird was observed at Lake Chamo.  

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica nilotica  

Two birds were seen distantly at Lake Chamo.  

White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus  

Good numbers seen at Lake Chamo and at the wetland near Turmi.  

 

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae 

Black-faced Sandgrouse  Pterocles decoratus  

This stunning sandgrouse was seen well on the road to the Karo tribe. 

Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse  Pterocles lichtensteinii  

Unfortunately, only a single bird was seen on the extension on the same morning as the previous 

species.  

 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove 

Seen in Addis Ababa.  

Speckled Pigeon  

Columba livia 

 

Columba guinea guinea  

A striking large pigeon, seen well in Addis Ababa and several of the lodges we stayed at.  

Dusky Turtle Dove  Streptopelia lugens  

A common sight in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

African Collared Dove  Streptopelia roseogrisea 

A dry country species that was seen at a few roadside stops during the tour.  

Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens  

First seen near the airport of Arba Minch with subsequent sightings at Buska Lodge, near Turmi and 
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Mago NP.  

Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata  

Encountered regularly on 6 different days.  

Ring-necked Dove  Streptopelia capicola  

A scarce dove on the extension seen only in Mago NP.  

Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea  

Seen on the same day as the previous species.  

Laughing Dove  Spilopelia senegalensis senegalensis  

Arguably the most regularly encountered dove of the extension, seen on 6 different days. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur chalcospilos  

A common sight in the drier areas on 4 different days.  

Tambourine Dove  Turtur tympanistria  

Seen at the entrance to Nechisar NP, Mago NP and at our lodge near Jinka.  

Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis capensis  

Seen at various locations on our drives in the drier country.  

Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia  

We had two birds in a fruiting fig tree at our lunch stop in Konso. 

 

Turacos Musophagidae 

Bare-faced Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides personatus personatus  

We observed two birds early in the morning on the last day on our drive back to Addis Ababa.  

White-bellied Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides leucogaster  

Seen on 4 different days from Nechisar NP to the Turmi area.  

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

White-browed Coucal  Centropus superciliosus superciliosus  

Seen well in Mago NP and along the Omo River.  

Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas  

Heard only during our visit to the Karo tribe. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum licua  

A single bird was seen at our lodge near Turmi. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus  

Found at our lodge and the area around Jinka.  

Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba  

A single bird was seen flying overhead near Turmi. 

 

Mousebirds Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird  Colius striatus  
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A common sight on the tour seen on all days except one. 

Blue-naped Mousebird  Urocolius macrourus  

Seen in drier areas than the previous species on 4 different days. 

 

Rollers Coraciidae 

Broad-billed Roller 

Seen well near the airport of Arba Minch. 

Purple Roller  

Eurystomus glaucurus 

 

Coracias naevius naevius  

A usually scarce roller that we saw well on 3 different days. 

Lilac-breasted Roller  Coracias caudatus lorti  

A striking species, seen on four different days during the first half of the extension.  

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala leucocephala  

An Intra-Africa migrant seen well at the airport at Arba Minch and en route to Konso from Jinka.  

Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti chelicuti  

A small, dry woodland kingfisher, seen on 3 different days.  

Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis  

Seen well in Mago NP and around Lake Chamo.  

Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus  

Seen at Lake Chamo and near Turmi. 

Pied Kingfisher  

 

Ceryle rudis rudis  

Quite a common sight at Lake Chamo.  

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 

Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus  

A widespread species that was only seen in Mago NP on the extension.  

Blue-breasted Bee-eater  Merops variegatus lafresnayii  

Similar to the previous species, seen on 3 different days including good views in the hotel garden in 

Addis Ababa.  

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus 

A beautiful large bee-eater, seen along the Omo River and the wetland near Turmi. 

European Bee-eater 

Seen at our lodge near Turmi.   

Northern Carmine Bee-eater  

Merops apiaster  

 

Merops nubicus 

A stunning bird, seen on four different days on numerous occasions.  

 

Woodhoopoes and Scimitar-bills Phoeniculidae 

Black Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus aterrimus notatus  

A roadside stop en route to the Karo tribe provided good views of this species. 

Abyssinian Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus minor  

Seen on the same morning as the previous species at one of our roadside birding stops before visiting 

the Karo tribe.  
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Ground Hornbills Bucorvidae 

Abyssinian Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus abyssinicus  

We had fantastic views of a pair of these regal birds striding through agricultural fields before our 

visit of the Alaba tribe on the final morning of the extension.  

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

Northern Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus erythrorhynchus  

Seen in Mago NP and woodland near the Omo River. 

Von der Decken's Hornbill  Tockus deckeni  

First seen at the entrance to Nechisar NP with several further sightings on three more days thereafter.  

Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill  Tockus flavirostris  

We had good views of at least three birds in woodland near the Karo tribe area on the banks of the 

Omo River.  

African Grey Hornbill  Lophoceros nasutus nasutus  

A common inhabitant of woodland areas we saw this species on 5 different days.  

Silvery-cheeked Hornbill  Bycanistes brevis  

We had good flight views of 3 birds near the Arba Minch airport on the second afternoon of the 

extension.  

 

African Barbets Lybiidae 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus pusillus  

We had good views of a single bird at our lodge near Turmi.  

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus  

Two of these delightful birds were seen in the garden of our lodge near Jinka.  

Black-throated Barbet  Tricholaema melanocephala  

Some early morning birding around our lodge near Turmi resulted in great views of a pair of these 

barbets.  

Black-billed Barbet  Lybius guifsobalito  

A lovely barbet, seen well on two occasions at our lunch stop in the town of Konso.  

Double-toothed Barbet  Lybius bidentatus aequatorialis  

A pair of these barbets was seen at a roadside stop from Jinka to Arba Minch. 

Red-and-yellow Barbet  Trachyphonus erythrocephalus  

Seen on 3 different days with some of the best views en route to the Karo tribe. 

D'Arnaud's Barbet  Trachyphonus darnaudii  

The most commonly encountered barbet seen on 4 different days with the best views in Mago NP and 

at a stop near the Karo tribe.  

 

Honeyguides Indicatoridae 

Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator  

Seen by some of the participants at the entrance to Nechisar NP.  

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 
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Nubian Woodpecker  Campethera nubica  

A male was seen well at the edge of Lake Chamo with a brief view later at our lodge near Turmi. 

Eastern Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos spodocephalus spodocephalus  

This woodpecker was seen well whilst visiting the Alaba tribe on the final morning of the tour.  

 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 

Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus  

We had superb perched views of a single bird between Jinka and Arba Minch.  

Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus  

A pair of these large falcons was seen on the drive from Jinka to Arba Minch on the second to last 

day.  

 

African & New World Parrots Psittacidae 

Red-bellied Parrot  Poicephalus rufiventris  

A striking and sexually dimorphic parrot seen well on four different days with some of the best views 

being near our lodge near Turmi. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises Platysteiridae 

Grey-headed Batis  Batis orientalis  

A pair was found at a roadside stop travelling from Turmi to Jinka. 

Western Black-headed Batis  Batis erlangeri  

Some of the participants during our drive back to Arba Minch from Jinka.  

 

Bushshrikes and Allies Malaconotidae 

Grey-headed Bushshrike  Malaconotus blanchoti  

We had superb views of one of these large bushshrikes at our lodge near Turmi.  

(H) Orange-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus similis  

Heard only during this extension at our lodge near Arba Minch and near Turmi. 

Three-streaked Tchagra  Tchagra jamesi jamesi  

Some of the participants were fortunate to see this species as we made our way to our lodge near 

Turmi.  

Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus habessinicus  

Seen briefly by some in Mago NP.  

Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis erythreae  

Seen on 3 different days with the first sighting at the entrance to Nechisar NP.  

Slate-colored Boubou  Laniarius funebris  

Observed at the entrance to Nechisar NP and at our lodge near Turmi.  

Ethiopian Boubou  Laniarius aethiopicus  

We had great views of a pair at our lodge near Jinka.  

Black-headed Gonolek 

Fantastic views were had in Mago NP.  

Brubru  

Laniarius erythrogaster 

 

Nilaus afer  

A pair was seen well at our lodge near Turmi.  
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Shrikes Laniidae 

Northern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus ruppelli  

First seen near the airport at Arba Minch with further good views on 3 other days.  

Red-backed Shrike 

Two seen in woodland near the Omo River. 

Isabelline Shrike  

Lanius collurio 

 

Lanius isabellinus isabellinus  

A good find in woodland near the Omo River. 

Lesser Grey Shrike  

 

Lanius minor  

Another species seen whilst travelling, in this case at a roadside stop on our way back to Arba Minch 

from Jinka.  

Grey-backed Fiscal  Lanius excubitoroides intercedens  

An attractive and strangely gregarious fiscal species that we saw well near the airport at Arba Minch 

and between Konso and Turmi.  

Northern Fiscal  Lanius humeralis humeralis  

Seen in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa and the lodge grounds of our lodge near Jinka.  

 

Old World Orioles Oriolidae 

Black-headed Oriole  Oriolus larvatus rolleti  

Seen on 5 different days with the best views at our lunch stop in the town of Konso on 2 different 

days.  

 

Drongos Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus  

A common sight in various habitats on 6 different days.  

 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 

African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis ferreti  

Seen well in the garden of our hotel in Addis Ababa and on 5 other days.  

 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

Cape Crow  Corvus capensis kordofanensis  

Seen only the last day during our drive from Arba Minch to Addis Ababa.  

Pied Crow  Corvus albus  

Seen on 3 days, with most of the sightings being from Addis Ababa. 

Fan-tailed Raven  Corvus rhipidurus rhipidurus  

We had great views of this corvid, most notably at our lunch stops in Konso. 

Thick-billed Raven  Corvus crassirostris  

A rather impressive bird that we saw well on three different days with the best views at our lunch stop 

in Konso.  

 

Chickadees and Tits Paridae 

Acacia Tit  Melaniparus thruppi  
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We had good views of 2 birds whilst birding a patch of dry woodland near Turmi.  

  

Penduline-Tits Remizidae 

Mouse-colored Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus musculus  

Seen well in a mixed species flock that included the previous species.  

 

Larks Alaudidae 

Pink-breasted Lark  Calendulauda poecilosterna 

Our first views came in the patch of dry woodland near Turmi with subsequent views of another 

individual at a roadside stop between Jinka and Arba Minch.  

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea  

We saw half a dozen of these larks in Mago NP. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus  

A common sight on 6 different days. 

Northern Brownbul  

 

Phyllastrephus strepitans  

Seen well at our lodge near Turmi and in Mago NP.  

 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing  Psalidoprocne pristoptera  

These swallows were seen well in Mago NP. 

Brown-throated Martin  

 

Riparia paludicola  

Found in good numbers at Lake Chamo. 

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia  

Seen in association with the previous species at Lake Chamo.  

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica rustica  

The most often encountered hirundine on the extension, seen on 5 different days.   

Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii smithii  

Seen by some of the group at the wetland near Turmi.  

Rock Martin  Ptyonoprogne fuligula  

Seen at our hotel garden in Addis Ababa and at the lodge near Arba Minch.  

Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis  

A pair of these large swallows was seen in Mago NP. 

Lesser Striped Swallow  Cecropis abyssinica  

Seen well in Mago NP.  

Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica  

Another large swallow that was seen well at our hotel in Addis Ababa and later along the Omo River.  

 

Crombecs, African warblers Macrosphenidae 

Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura leucopsis  

Seen at the entrance to Nechisar NP and in dry woodland near Turmi.  
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Leaf-Warblers Phylloscopidae 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Seen on the road to the Karo tribe and Mago NP. 

 

Reed-Warblers and Allies Acrocephalidae 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna pallida elaeica 

Seen on the road to the Karo tribe and Mago NP. 

 

Cisticolas and Allies Cisticolidae 

(H) Red-faced Cisticola  Cisticola erythrops  

Heard only at the lodge near Arba Minch.  

Rattling Cisticola  Cisticola chiniana fricki  

Seen on 3 different days in woodland areas.  

Ethiopian Cisticola  

 

Cisticola lugubris  

A pair was seen well in the garden of the hotel in Addis Ababa. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava  

Seen in the garden of the hotel in Addis Ababa.  

Pale Prinia  Prinia somalica  

Found in amongst a mixed species flock in dry woodland near Turmi at a Hammer tribe village. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida  

A pair of these birds was found at our lodge near Turmi.  

Red-fronted Warbler  Urorhipis rufifrons  

We had great views of a pair in dry woodland near Turmi. 

Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata  

A noisy inhabitant of woodland including the area around our lodge near Turmi.  

Grey Wren-Warbler  Calamonastes simplex  

Seen on 3 different days with the best views being that of a bird amongst a mixed species flock in dry 

woodland near Turmi. 

 

Laughingthrushes Leiothrichidae 

Rufous Chatterer  Turdoides rubiginosa  

Seen on 3 different days with the best views at our lodge near Turmi.  

White-rumped Babbler  Turdoides leucopygia  

Observed at our lodge near Jinka.  

 

Old World Warblers Sylviidae 

Garden Warbler 

Seen well in woodland near the Omo River. 

Eurasian Blackcap  

Sylvia borin 

 

Sylvia atricapilla  

We had great views in the garden of the hotel in Addis Ababa with several further sightings on 3 

different days during the extension.  
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Yuhinas, White-eyes, and Allies Zosteropidae 

Abyssinian White-eye  Zosterops abyssinicus  

This species was found in the lodge grounds near Jinka.  

Montane White-eye  Zosterops poliogastrus  

Observed in the garden of the hotel in Addis Ababa.  

 

Starlings Sturnidae 

Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea  

The first sighting of this species was of more than 300 birds near the airport at Arba Minch with 

several other sightings over the next 4 days.  

Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus cyaniventris  

Seen on 5 different days. 

Rüppell's Starling  Lamprotornis purpuroptera  

Seen on 3 different days with good views mostly in Mago NP and around Turmi.  

Lesser Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chloropterus  

Four birds were seen at our lunch stop between Jinka and Turmi.  

Superb Starling  Lamprotornis superbus  

A stunning starling, seen on 5 different days during the extension. 

Shelley's Starling  Lamprotornis shelleyi  

Seen well at our lodge near Turmi and en route from Turmi to Arba Minch.  

Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster  

A single male was seen in Mago NP. 

Magpie Starling  

 

Speculipastor bicolor 

A striking bird that was seen well at a village near Turmi and later at a roadside stop between Turmi 

and Konso.  

 

Oxpeckers Buphagidae 

Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorynchus  

Seen near the Omo River and at a roadside stop near Arba Minch.  

 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

African Thrush  Turdus pelios  

Seen well on two occasions at our lunch stop in the town of Konso. 

Abyssinian Thrush  Turdus abyssinicus abyssinicus  

Seen well on 5 different days with the best views coming in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

 

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

White-browed Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys  

A noisy member of mixed species flocks in dry woodland near Turmi and on the drive from Jinka to 

Arba Minch.  

Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher  Melaenornis chocolatinus  

We had up to 4 birds in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides  
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Seen on 3 different days with good views at our lodge near Turmi and in Mago NP.  

African Grey Flycatcher  

Seen in drier woodland on 3 different days. 

Spotted Flycatcher 

Melaenornis microrhynchus 

 

Muscicapa striata 

A single bird was seen in Mago NP.  

African Dusky Flycatcher  Muscicapa adusta minima  

Seen in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa and in Mago NP.  

Rüppell's Robin-Chat  Cossypha semirufa  

A stunning bird, seen exceptionally well in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

(H) White-browed Robin-Chat  Cossypha heuglini heuglini  

Heard only near Arba Minch and Mago NP.  

Spotted Palm Thrush  Cichladusa guttata  

Seen well at our lodge near Turmi, Mago NP and the Omo River.  

Common Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis  

We had great views of a male bird at a roadside stop between Jinka and Arba Minch. 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra  

A single bird was seen in farmlands near the Arba Minch airport.  

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  

Seen at various roadside stops on 3 different days.  

Isabelline Wheatear  Oenanthe isabellina  

Seen whilst travelling from Jinka to Arba Minch.  

Pied Wheatear  Oenanthe pleschanka  

Seen on 6 different days.  

 

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters Nectariniidae 

Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes orientalis  

We had great views of a male en route to the Karo tribe and several further sightings the following 

day near Turmi.  

Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis proteus  

Seen well at Lake Chamo, Nechiasr NP, Mago NP and Konso town.  

Tacazze Sunbird  Nectarinia tacazze tacazze  

A stunning bird that was seen well in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus pulchellus  

Another attractive sunbird, seen in various dry habitats on 5 different days.  

Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus  

Seen well at the entrance to Nechisar NP and at Konso town.  

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser mahali melanorhynchus  

A common sight on 5 different days.  

Shelley's Sparrow  Passer shelleyi  

We had great views of this neat sparrow whilst visiting the Mursi tribe in Mago NP.  
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Swainson's Sparrow  Passer swainsonii  

The most common Passer seen on 6 days.  

Chestnut Sparrow  

 

Passer eminibey  

This attractive sparrow was seen near the Karo tribe village and near Turmi. 

Yellow-spotted Petronia  Gymnoris pyrgita pyrgita  

A singleton was seen in Mago NP.  

 

Weavers and Allies Ploceidae 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis niger intermedius  

Seen well on the way to the Karo tribe near the Omo River. 

White-headed Buffalo Weaver  Dinemellia dinemelli dinemelli  

Found in association with the previous species.  

Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis  

Seen at our lodge near Turmi and in Mago NP.  

Baglafecht Weaver  Ploceus baglafecht  

Common in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa and the lodge garden near Jinka.  

Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus luteolus  

We found a lovely male near a Hammer village outside Turmi.  

Spectacled Weaver  Ploceus ocularis crocatus  

A single bird was found in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus uluensis  

Observed at the lodge near Turmi and Mago NP.  

Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus abyssinicus  

Seen near Arba Minch, Turmi and in Mago NP where it was found in association with the previous 

species.  

Red-headed Weaver  Anaplectes rubriceps leuconotos  

Seen in mixed flocks on 3 different days at various locations. 

Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea aethiopica  

Strangely only seen near the airport at Arba Minch.  

Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus craspedopterus  

Only one sighting was had of this species whilst travelling from Turmi to Jinka.  

 

Waxbills and Allies Estrildidae 

Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba  

A fantastic little finch seen on 3 different days. 

Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala  

Seen mostly in the Turmi region on 3 different days. 

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus bengalus  

First seen near Arba Minch with further sightings over 4 days including several in Mago NP.  

Purple Grenadier  Uraeginthus ianthinogaster  

A pair was seen well between Turmi and Jinka. 

African Silverbill  Euodice cantans orientalis  
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Found in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa. 

Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata scutata  

Another species that was only observed in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

 

Indigobirds Viduidae 

Village Indigobird  Vidua chalybeata ultramarina  

A female was found in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa. 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah  Vidua paradisaea  

We had long looks at a stunning breeding male on our travel day from Jinka to Arba Minch. 

 

Wagtails and Pipits Motacillidae 

Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava  

Seen at Lake Chamo, the wetland near Turmi and near our lodge in the Turmi area. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea cinerea  

We had superb views of three birds at the Dorze tribe village. 

Mountain Wagtail  Motacilla clara clara  

A pair was seen well in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

White Wagtail  Motacilla alba alba  

Seen along the river near our lodge in the Turmi area.  

African Pipit  Anthus cinnamomeus cinnamomeus  

Seen near Arba Minch and whilst travelling from Jinka back to Arba Minch.  

Long-billed Pipit  Anthus similis  

A single bird was seen at a roadside stop between Konso town and our lodge near Turmi. 

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis trivialis  

Seen at the same site as the previous species.  

 

Finches, Euphonias Fringillidae 

African Citril  Crithagra citrinelloides citrinelloides  

Seen in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa and near Jinka. 

Reichenow's Seedeater  Crithagra reichenowi  

A single bird was seen at the edge of the airport in Arba Minch.  

White-bellied Canary  Crithagra dorsostriata maculicollis  

Seen at roadside birding stops between Turmi and Jinka and on the return trip to Arba Minch.  

Brown-rumped Seedeater  Crithagra tristriata  

Seen only in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa. 

Streaky Seedeater  Crithagra striolata striolata  

As with the previous species, it was only seen in the hotel garden in Addis Ababa.  

 

Mammals (12 species)  
Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  
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Old World monkeys Cercopithecidae 

Patas Monkey 

Two of these monkeys were seen in Mago NP. 

Guereza  

Erythrocebus patas 

 

Colobus guereza  

Heard at our lodge near Arba Minch and seen near Jinka. 

Olive Baboon  Papio anubis  

A common sight on 4 different days especially in the Turmi area.  

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

Striped Ground Squirrel  Xerus erythropus  

Seen at Konso town at our lunch stop. 

 

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes, Jackals Canidae 

Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas  

Two of these were seen on our travels from Arba Minch to Turmi. 

 

Mongooses Herpestidae 

Common Dwarf Mongoose  Helogale parvula  

Seen near Lake Chamo and Turmi. 

 

Pigs Suidae 

Common Warthog  Phacochoerus africanus africanus  

Seen by some of the participants on our drive from the airport to our lodge in Arba Minch.  

 

Hippopotamuses Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius  

A few of these large animals were seen in Lake Chamo.  

 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats Bovidae 

Waterbuck  Kobus ellipsiprymnus  

Seen by some of the guests at our lodge near Arba Minch.  

Guenther's Dik-dik  Madoqua guentheri  

Four of these dainty antelope were seen in Mago NP. 

Salt's Dik-dik  Madoqua saltiana  

Seen near Arba Minch on the way to Konso and later Turmi.  

Bushbuck  Tragelaphus scriptus   

Seen at Lake Chamo and Mago NP.  

 

Reptiles (2 species total)  
Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  
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Monitor Lizards Varanidae 

Rock Monitor  Varanus albigularis  

Seen in Mago NP.  

 

Crocodiles and relatives Crocodylidae 

Nile Crocodile  Crocodylus niloticus  

Seen at Lake Chamo. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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